
Commissioned by the Virginia Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial Commission for construction on

Brown’s Island in Richmond

Sculptor: Thomas Jay Warren

Landscape Architect: Four Winds Design



Monument Design



Emancipation 
and Freedom 
Monument
Early Model
12-foot bronze 
figures



Emancipation 
and Freedom 
Monument
Early Model
12-foot bronze 
figures



Emancipation 
and Freedom 
Monument
Early Model
12-foot bronze 
figures



Emancipation and Freedom Monument
Plaques on pedestal will feature images and biographical 
information of 10 African American Virginians who fought for 
Emancipation and Freedom
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Monument Progress



Life-Size Clay Figures
Approved by the 
Commission 3/12/19



3D Scanning and 
Enlargement of 
Figures
2019
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Patina Finish at 
Foundry
August 21, 2020



Brown’s Island Site



Monument site on Brown’s Island in Richmond











Project Timeline Overview
2012 | General Assembly appropriates $500,000 from the general fund toward planning and constructing the 
monument for the sesquicentennial of the Emancipation Proclamation

2013 | MLK Commission issues a request for proposals for a monument

2014 | Commission notifies Thomas Jay Warren of his selection as the artist

2016 | Commission solicits nominations for African American Virginians to appear on the base of the monument

2017 | Commission holds public hearings and selects 10 Virginians for the monument

June 13, 2018 | Commission's contract with Thomas Jay Warren goes into effect and work begins on the monument

2019 | Clay figures for Monument are completed and approved, then 3D scanned and enlarged for bronze casting

November 29, 2019 | Contract with the artist is amended to account for changes required at the Monument site on 
Brown's Island

2020 | Bronze figures are completed

October 2020 status: Deed transfer for monument site from City of Richmond to the Commonwealth is in progress; soil 
management issues to be resolved before transfer can be completed and site work can begin


